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TO THE 
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| | 

8 

St. Matthew's Bethnal-Green, | 

1 


This SERMON 


Is moſt humbly dedicated 
By their moſt obedient 


Humble Servant, 


SAM, ECCLES. 
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1 Cox. xi. Part of ver 34) 
Aid the Reſt will J ſet in or- 


adler when I come, 


H E latter Part of this Chap- 
ter is chiefly deſigned to re- 
gulate ſome Diſorders that 
had inſinuated themſelves into the 
Church of Corinth, and that more 
eſpecially when they were aſſembled 
to commemorate the Death of Chriſt; 
they being ſo remarkably guilty of 
ſuch Irregularities, and Exceſſes at 
the Celebration of the Lord's Supper, 
that the Apoſtle could not forbear 
reprimanding them for their Inde- 
cencies, and Profanation of ſuch a 
myſtical and heavenly Feaſt, point- 
ing out to them the Dangers, tem- 
poral and eternal, they thereby ne- 
ceſſarily expos d themſelves to, ** 
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till He came, and ſet Other Thingy 
in Order. "Tis true, according to 
the Regulation of our Church, and 
the Order of her Rubrick, (the beſt 
Human Inſtitution, undoubtedly, ex- 
tant,) no our Communicants can 

oſſibly become guilty of thoſe 
Bins, Schiſins and Difions here 
chargeable upon theſe Corinthians, 
and conſequently liable to the In- 
flictions, and Puniſhments here de- 
nounced, tho for which many, no 
kf ignorantly than cauſeleſſly, abſent 


themſelves: Yet, among thoſe that do 1 
come, there are ſome who do not 1 
commemorate with that Decency and * 
Regularity, but that it is ſtill neceſſa- p 
ry, in Imitation of the Great Apoſtle, fta 
to let them know, there are even 0 
yet ſome Things to be ſet in Order. WF he 
BExNORE I proceed any farther, 1 A :, 
will juſt take the Liberty of a Word l 
or two, to ſome well-meaning People, IF ha 
unhappily depriving themſelves of 


the 


131 
the Benefit of this Communion, and 
incurring the Danger of forſaking it; 
One Set concluding themſelves not 
duly prepar d, and Another not dar- 
ing to partake, under a Dread and 
Apprehenſion of unworthy Receiv- 
ing. _ 
** v, without Doubt, have been 
inadvertently drawn into this Error, 
by having Recourſe to Books, wrote 
{I won't deny) with a Good Deſign, 
but whoſe Time would have been 
much better, and (I am certain) 
much ſafer employ'd, had they only 
zpply'd themſelves, for a right under- 
ſtanding of this neceſſary, prepara- 
tory-Duty, to our ſhort but compre- 
henfive Catechiſm, rather than to 
thoſe numerous Tracts, call'd Weel- 
ly Preparations, which (I muſt fay) 
have been of no ſmall Diſſervice to 
Religion, by making this eſſential, 
and moſt comfortable Part of it, ſo 
great a Terror to ſome, and ſo into- 
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lerable a Burden to Others. Neither 
our Saviour, nor his Apoſtles have in- 
Join'd any thing like this. Repentance 
and Faith are the Only Requiſites we 
read of : And the Practice of one A- 
poſtle, adminiſtring the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm (to which they both, I mean 
| Repentance and Faith, are as abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, and for which/our 
Rubrick has as carefully provided in 
the Office of Infant-Baptiſm, as to 
the Receiving the Sacrament of the 
Supper of the Lord) plainly intimates | 
to us, that no more then was, or is 
now to be expeted. 

Tun Inſtance I bring to confirm 
this Doctrine, is, St. Philip's baptiz- 
ing the Eunuch, an Account of which 
you have in the Ace of the Apoſtles, 
and that only upon his Belief in Je- 
fus, after Philip had preached Him 
unto him. For, as they went on 
their way, they came unto a certain 
Water; : and the Eunuch ſaid, == | 

| ere 
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zere is Water; what doth hinder me 
to be baptized? And Philip ſaid, 
If thou believeſ# with all thine Heart, 
thou may . And he anſwered and 
ſaid, I believe that Jeſus Chriſt is 
the Son of God. And he command- 


ed the Chariot to ſtand till; and they 
went down both into the Water, both 
Philip and the Eunuch; and he bap- 
tized him. But now, to obviate one 
Objection that may perhaps unjuſtly 
be raiſed, that this looks like deny- 
ing the Neceſſity, or forbidding the 


Duty, of previous Examination; I 


muſt, in a few Words, tell them, that, 
thoſe two Requiſites aforementioned, 


Repentance and Faith, tacitly imply | 


it: There can be no Repentance with- 
out examining and conſidering what 
it is that is to be repented of; and 
Faith without Ports, I mean Works 
meet for Repentance, is dead. A 
formal or weekly Preparation can add 
no Efficacy to theſe; though theſe 
* 
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may and will render that formal: one 
needleſs. In ſhort, our daily Pray- 


ers would only be an Abomination 
where theſe are wanting; and where 
they are not, let the receiving of the 
Sacrament be ever ſo unexpect 


full Purpoſe of Amendment of Life, 


and a lively Faith in God's Mercy 
through Chriſt, with à thankful Re- 
membrance of his Death, and the be- 
ing in perfect Charity with all Men, 
will render the Preparation every Way 
compleat. Whenever we addreſs Hea- 
ven, either in public or in private, 


_ ,* Forgiveneſs of Sins is one of our Peti- 


tions: In public I am certain it is, 
and in private I would not willingly 
miſtruſt it: And can we expect Nis 
Petition ſhould be granted, without 
ſeconding it with Repentance ? An- 
other Part of our Prayers may be for 


Grace, and the Aſſiſtance of God's 


Holy Spirit; and here alſo Faiib is no 


leſs requiſite: For what elſe, without 


It, 
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it, could ãt be deemed, but a Mock- 
ing of God, to put up a Petition, to 


which we thought he would neither 
attend, nor intended to grant? With- 


out theſe, therefore, we are neither 
proper Objects for the Eye of Hea- 
yen to behold with Compaſſion in 


private, nor to look don upon with 
Complacency in public: But where- 
ever we kneel and proſtrate ourſelves, 
in our Chamber, or in the Cloſet, in 
our Pew, or at the Altar, repenting 
and believing, adoring and loving, 
our Preſence will be agreeable, and 
our Prayers acceptable, to that God, 
who never denicth to any one, who 
with Faith and full Aſſurance aſketh it 
of Him. Eck 
Tun RE is but one Thing, that at 
preſent 1 can recollect, deſerving of 
any Notice; and ſome, indeed, would 


——Namely—— That if any, upon a 


hearty Repentance, and lively Faith, 


2 to- 


perhaps think this unworthy a Reply. | 


— — — —_ 


1 
together with perfect Charity, can 
obtain Remiſſion of Sins, the Aſſiſ. 
tance of God's Holy Spirit, and what- 
ever elſe they ſtand in need of, what 
Occaſion is there for more? The Sa- 
crament itſelf can ſecure no farther, 
nor is any farther Addition wanting |! 
If this Way of arguing was to be al- 
lowed, thence might eaſily be inferr'd 
the Inexpediency of the Church itſelf, 
as well as both the Sacraments; and, 
in ſhort, the total Neglect of all that 
Order and Regularity the Apoſtle, in 
the Words of my Text, thought pro- 
per to come and adjuſt; and tis not 
unlikely, but, upon ſome ſuch weak 
and groundleſs Arguments as this, it 
is, that ſome Sects have entirely laid 
aſide and neglected them. But this 
ſhort Anſwer is ſufficient to ſilence 
them, — That theſe Myſteries were 
inſtituted and ordained by God; and 
that it is our Duty. to ſubmit our- Wl 
{elves wholly to is Will and n, 
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and not to follow, or lean to the bent 
of our own. Beſides, they can never 
diſobey any Divine Precept, without 
calling into Queſtion the Truth of 
me Requiſite, without which they 
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g ire, on all Hands, agreed to be no 
al- deſerving Objects of God's Notice; I | 
rd mean that of their Faith. We can- 

lf, not believe, that God would inſtitute |, 

id, ny Ordinance without an expreſs 

at Deſign of having it obſerved; and if 


our Non-obſervance mult not be con- 
ſrued a Want of Faith, I am ſure 
t will fall under a blacker Denomi- 
nation | The whole is this — God 
has commanded us to eat his Bread, 
md drink of his Cup: And if we will 
not wait upon Him at his Table; ; 
with what Aſſurance can we expect, 
how earneſtly ſoever we may implore 
i, that he ſhould give Ear to us at 
our Abodes ? For alas! O Man, Who 
art thou that replieft againſt God? 
Conclude not then, you areany longer 
N under 


[ 20 ] 
under his Favour or Protection, Par- 
don or Forgiveneſs, while you both 
knowingly and willfully refuſe to pur- 
chaſe them upon any and all of thoſe 
Terms He abſolutely has appointed 
to diſpenſe them. 

Tross who abſent themſelves, un- 
der the Apprehenſion of unworibilyj 
receiving, I ſhall anſwer in a few 
words. And Firſt, as I before ob- 
ſerv'd, while they come and receive 
in Conformity to the Rubrick, there 
is neither Danger nor Poſſibility, of 
their running into this Error. This 
Table, as it is now adjuſted, cannot 
be to them a Table of Exceſs; and 
that is what the Apoſtle here cau- 


tions the Corinthians to avoid: But WM « 
here the Poor have their Portion, f 
and the Rich have no more; the Pro- 
viſion here made, in ſome Degree, re- 
ſembling the Manna in the Wilder- 


nels, thoſe who take much having 1-Y 
thing over, and thoſe wha, take little Y 
2 baving 


1 ] 
having no Lack. Secondly, what we 
read, according to our common Tran- 
lation, He that eateth and drinketh 
unworthily, may, without any Im- 
propriety, and equally as agreeable 
to the Original, as juſtly be ren- 
der d He that eateth or drinketh in- 
decently or to Exceſs; and then, I 
hope, there are none here who have 
any Reaſon to ſuſpect they can be guil- 
ty of receiving anwortbily: Where- 
fore let them be cautious to avoid an- 
other Danger no leſs to be dreaded 
than that of unworthy receiving; 
namely, that of anworthy refuſing. 

Tnus much I thought neceſſary 
to premiſe, in order to remove thoſe 
Scruples, which ſome well meaning 
People unwarily have entertain'd, to 
their own no little Prejudice. 

ProcteD we now therefore, to re- 
gulate and correct ſome Errors and Miſ- 


takes, which too many, who conſtantly 


attend the Sacrament, are guilty of; 
3 tho 
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tho I believe I may venture to ſay, 
guilty of, merely for want of Inform- 
ation; if not oftener led into them 
by putting a greater Confidence in 
thoſe Books they are more careful to 
bring to the Altar, than That only | 
which ſhou'd accompany them thi- 
ther. 1 
Axp Firſt, It is a prevailing Cuſ- 
tom with many, at the Celebration 
of the Supper of the Lord, during the 
Time the Communion- Service is read, 
to be buſied and altogether taken up, 
in hurrying over a Number of Sele& 
Prayers or Collects, when they really 
ought to give their cloſeſt Attention 
to the beſt and moſt perfect human 
Service that ever was compos d. But 
let me prevail with you, no longer 
to continue this Practice; and that 
for the following Reaſon. Tis an 
actual Separating yourſelves from 
the very Congregation you are aſ- 
ſembled with; and while you ſhou d 


join 


join in the united Devotion of the 
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Church, by this Means you are pri- 
vately addreſſing yourſelves in ſepa- 
rate Forms; thereby occaſioning a 
kind of Schiſm and Confuſion, under 
a miſtaken Notion of being more than 
ordinarily Religious. Wherefore, my 
Brethren, to uſe the Words of the 
Apoſtle, with a little Variation, hben 
ye come together to communicate, 
pray one with another, as well as for 
another: And if any Man be more 
than commonly devout, let him pray 
at Home; that ye come not together 
unto Schiſm and Confuſion : Rather 
be conformable to the Rubrick, and 
be prepar'd to cloſe every Prayer, 
(without repeating it, as the Manner 
of ſome is,) with your hearty Amen. 


Make your Confeſſion with that Hu- 


mility it enjoins, and liſten to the Ab- 
ſolution with that Reverence and 


Thankfulneſs it requires; but beware 
how you attend to it. This is upon 


no 


„ 
no Account to be whiſper'd over with 
the Prieſt: He alone is to pronounce 
it; and indeed the Difference of your 
Poſture from his, plainly enough 
declares the Difference of your Duty. 
The Prieſt is ordered to fand, as 
One having Authority: And the Words 
in the Preamble of the Abſolution, 
at Morning and Evening Prayer, ex- 
preſily ſay, that God harb given Pow- 
er and Command ment to his Miniſters 
ro declare and pronounce Abſolution, 
or Remiſſion of Sins, which the Peo- 
ple, being penitent, are to receive, 
not to give; and therefore they are 
enjoin d to continue on their Knees, 
as the proper Poſture of Penitence 
and Submiſſion. 


ANorgER Cuſtom not uncommon 
amongſt us, and which I would wil- 
lüngly have laid aſide, is; Many are 
ſo intent, even at the very Rails, and 
vrhen the Prieſt is delivering the Bread, 
or the Cup, that, regardleſs of Him, 


and 
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and his Words, while He is admini- 
ſtring to them the Sacred Elements, 
in the moſt ſolemn Form, and in the 
greateſt Conformity to our Lord 
and only Saviour's Holy Inſtitution, 
they ſhall refuſe to receive either at 
his Hands, till they have mutter d 
over their ill- tim d Soliloquy. By 
this Means, inſtead of joining with 
the Prieſt in that Prayer for them, con- 
tain d in the Form of the Delivery of 
the Sacrament—v1z; in that before the 
Bread — The Body of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, which was given for thee, 
preſerve thy Body and Soul unto Ever- 
laſting Life, and that before the 
Cup Blood of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, which was ſhed for thee, pre- 
ſerve thy Body and Soul unto Ever-- 
laſting Life : I ſay, regardleſs of this 
moſt ſolemn Prayer, in theſe moſt 
comfortable Words, they are buſied in 
petitioning for themſelves, and ren- 
der their own Prayers unſeaſonable, 

and 


161 


and conſequently ineffectual, by not 


attending to, and, joining with, thoſe 
of the Prieſt. 


How or when this Cuſtom firſt 
began, I ſhall not here trouble you 


with an Enquiry ; it being ſufficient 
to ſhew you the bad Effects that muſt 
and will attend it, to make you to 
decline it: And the ſureſt Method I 


can propoſe to effect that, will be to i 


prevail upon you to have' a more di- 
ligent Recourſe to, and ſtudy more 
clearly and perfectly to underſtand, 
all the ſeveral Ofhces in our incom- 

rable Common-Prayer ;——a Book 
which, of all others, (the Holy Scrip- 
tures only excepted) I here e 
ly declare to you, I ever thought, 
90 ince I had Reaſon to diſtinguiſh, the 
moſt profitable for Doctrine, for Ne- 


proof, for Correction, for Inſtruction 


in Righteouſneſs ; and therefore ſhall 
principally, if not ſolely, ever recom- 


mend it to all others, Old and'Young, 
Sick 
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Sick and Infirm, as well as Vigorous 
and Healthy, as the beſt and moſt 
comfortable Companion in their ſe- 
veral reſpective Eſtates; and that not 
only in public but in private. 

ANoTHER little Indecency oive me 
Leave to take Notice of to you ; (for 
I would have all Things done accord- 
ing to the Intent and Deſign of our 
Rubrick) and that is, that we ſhould 
wor ſhip the Lord in the Beauty of 
Holineſs. What I am going to men- 
tion to you may by ſome be practiſed 
for want of knowing better, and by 
others for not thinking at all. It is 
this. Some I find at a Loſs, and others 
altogether indifferent, which Hand, 
whether Right or Left, to receive the 
Elements in: But, ſure, the leaſt Re- 
flection muſt convince either of theſe, 
which ought to have the Preference, 
and conſequently in which they ought 
to receive them. Don't imagine, or 
conclude from hence, that I am for 
deſiring any of you to pay Homage 


9 


1181 
or Adoration to thoſe Elements: But 
certainly Reverence and Reſpect is 


due to them from all. I choſe this 


Method of correcting this Indecency, 
that I might not be obliged, by. a par- 
ticular or perſonal Admonition, to fin- 
gularize whorn I intended to inform. 
For, by this Way it is not poſſible 
for any one to diſcover at whom J 
am pointing ; and they have it in 
their Power hereafter to rectify their 
Miſtake, in a Manner the moſt agree- 
able to us all, namely without De- 
tection. 

BEFORE I conclude this Diſcourſe, 
I ſhall take the Liberty to ſay ſome- 
what, in Oppoſition to a Cuſtom ge- 
nerally prevailing amongſt us, tho 
expreſsly againſt the Rules and Orders 


of our Church; and that in Reſpect to 


the other Sacrament, namely Baptiſm. 
Sows, indeed, may think I ſhould 
have begun with that, as it is farſt in 
Order; norcan I ſay much in Con- 
tradiction to it: But the Words of my 
5 Text 


6 FF.... o , . . . WW, mr Ce TE Mis © 


119 

Text more particularly relating to 
the Regulation of the Supper of the 
Lord inclined me to purſue the Me- 
thod I have taken; and therefore that 

only ſhall be my preſent Apology. 
Ou Rubrick orders, that the Peo- 
ple are to be admoniſhed, that it is 
moſt convenient, that Baptiſm ſhould 
not be adminiſtered but upon Sun- 
days, and other Holy-Days, when 
the moſt Number of People come to- 
gether; as well for that the Con- 
gregation there preſent, may teſtify 
the receiving of them that be new- 
ly baptized, into the Number of 
Chriſt's Church; as alſo becauſe in 
the Baptiſm of Infants, every Man 
preſent may be put in Remembrance 
of his own Profeſſion made to God 
in his Baptiſm: Wherefore, it fur- 
ther enjoins, that e God-fathers and 
God-mothers, and the People with the 
Children, muſt be ready, at the Font, 
either immediately after the laſt Lef- 
Jon at Morning Prayer, or elſe im- 
| 2 medi 


„ 
mediately after the laſt Leſſon at 
Evening Prayer. 

I Hav given you this Injunction 
in the very Words of the Church, 
which, by your Practice, you would 
force one to conclude you had either 
never read, or, which is much worle, 
that» you do not regard. In direct 
Oppoſition to this Command, how 
many are ſo far from bringing their 
Intants before the Face of the Con- 


gregation, the proper Witneſſes of 


their Admiſſion into Chriſt's Church, 
upon either a Sunday, or a Holy-day, 
that they ſhall frequently make choice 
of thoſe very Days for a Baptiſm 
huddled up at Home, to the leſs ning 
that Congregation they ought in Rea- 


ſon, as well as Religion, to augment, 
according to the Number of their 
poorly-complimented Gueſts; and, as 
far as in them lies, to the depriving 


their Infants of thas Grace and Bene- 
diction which God has promis d at the 
Laver of Regeneration, and upon their 
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regular Reception into the Congrega- 
tion of Chriſt's Flock; but not at thoſe 
Meetings, where nothing perhaps is re- 
garded ſo little, and where all Church- 
Authority and Diſcipline is deſpiſed 
ſo much. You have your ſtated 
Places and Times alſo for the Admiſſi- 
on of any Member into his particular 
Society, out of which he ſhall gain no 
Admittance; and can you think it 
juſtifiable,that any Time, or any Place, 
rather than the Time of Divine Ser- 
vice, or the Houſe of God, ſhall be 
more proper, more ſuitable to admit a 
Child of God into the Fellowſhip of 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ? 

Wurz the Pride and Ignorance 
of Parents, or the Avarice or Indolence 
of ſome Prieſts, farſt gave Birth to this 
unjuſtifiable Breach of Order, I ſhall 
not here take upon me to determine : 
But ſuch a one it is, as now among the 
Grand and the Great has almoſt made 
Room for every other Office to be per- 
formed, if ever they are performed at 
all, 
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all, where the very Place were almoſt 
ſufficient to taint even Sanctity itſelf, 
Thoſe who indulged them in theſe Hu- 
mors, and countenanced, and, as far 
as they could, authorized the Practice 
with their Preſence, have, in Return, 
been openly and deſervedly ſneer'd and 
contemn'd: And too many there are, 
God knows, ſome how advanced high 
in the Church, and whoſe outward Re- 
ſpect (for inward, I believe they have as 
little as they defire or deſerve) depends 
ſolely and entirely upon the Numbers 
they can oblige or command, aſſiſt or 
oppreſs, rather than upon any Merit or 
Deſert of their on; equally indifferent 
whether the Rites and Ceremonies are 
regularly preſerv'd, as thoſe they have 
fooliſhly complimented with a diſpen- 
ſation for them. Hence has ſprung up 
that Indifference to, or rather Con- 
tempt of the Church among thoſe who 
ought to be a Support as well as Or- 
nament to it: And the Infection hasof 
late ſtrangely ſpread and dilated itſelf, 


to 
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to ſuch a degree, that rather than not 
imitate theſe Home church Nobility, (if 
may be allowed the Expreſſion, or 
they deſerving of the Diſtinction) ma- 
ny, not altogether able to defray neceſ- 
ary Expences, {hall pinch themſelves 
on, to mimic their Superiors, in what 
they might really be ſuperior them- 
ſelves, and that by deſpiſing it. 

LET me, therefore, prevail with you, 
ich as well as poor, no longer to give 
into any Cuſtom, how greatly ſoever 
countenanc'd, which may ſeem; but 
v intimate your Indifference to the 
Church. She has Enemies already too 
many. Endeavour all you can that ſhe 
may not be divided againſt herſelf. 
The Doors, at proper Times, are open 
o you both. And for his Sake who bleſ- 
kth you with Children, prevent them 
tot entering into the Courts of his 
Houſe; and that according to her Ap- 
pointment, and agreeable to her Direc- 
tions, whoſe Members you profeſs your- 
ſelves to be; that your Station in her 
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State 7riumphant may be exalted, in 
Proportion to your Obedience to "It 
in her State nilitant. In Caſesof Dan- 
ger or Neceſſity, ſhe has provided you 
with an occaſional Office; and, in 
ſhott, left nothing undone for you, if 
you will but do for yourſelves. ' 

Tiux calls upon me now to draw to 
a Concluſion, or more might be ad- 
vanced upon this Head. However, if 
this has its intended Effect, I ſhall not 
think it much to re- aſſume the Subject: 
In the mean Time only entreating you 
to remove the * Font from the Place 
where it now ſtands conceal d, into one 
more expoſed to public View; that the 
Service may be heard, and the Congre- 
gatidrt gratify d with the Sight of that 
Ceremony by which weare all adopted 
Heirs of God, and joint fur an 
Io Amen. 


